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THE 


EFFICACY  and  INNOCENCY 

> 

O F 

S o L V E N T S, 

CANDIDLY  EXAMINED. 


CHAPTER  I. 

. -1  » 

THE  AUTHOR’S  CASE  OF  THE  STONE 

AND  GRAVEL,  INTERSPERSED  WITH 
SOME  EXPERIMENTS  INTENDED  TO 
ASCERTAIN  THE  SOLVENT  POWER 
OF  SOAP-LYE  AND  QUICK  LIME. 

I i 

T INHERITED  the  gravel  and  ftone 
-*■  from  my  father,  who  was  afflidted 
with  nephritick  complaints  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  and  found  confiderable 
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benefit  from  the  ufe  of  honey.  He  ched 
of  another  diforder  in  his  fixty-firft 
year. 

My  firft  attack  was  in  1768,  when 
recollecting  the  relief  my  father  received 
from  honey,  I immediately  had  recourfe 
to  it. 

I irs ei>  alfo  l'oap,  and  lime  water, 
(which  were  then  in  vogue)  by  the  ad- 
vice of  a phyfipan,  a friend  of  mine. 

It  was  the  late  Sir  John  Pringle  who 

1 

finally  determined  me  to  perfevere  in  a 
courfe  of  honey,  and  not  to  take  lefs,  in 
. one  fihape  or  another,  than  a pound  per 
week. 

f r * rn  . ' 1 

It  certainly  was,  of  confiderable  fer- 
vlce  to  me for  many  years  my  fits  were 

.<  mode- 
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moderate,  and  not  frequent  \ fometimeS 
hot  above  one  of  any  confequenee  in 
a year,  after  which  I generally  palled  a 
fed  Hone  about  the  lize  of  a irriall 
pea,  and  fometimes  a few  others  milch 
fm  alien 

/ 

In  the  fummer  of  1780,  I had  a ne~ 
phritick  fit,  which  was  not  more  vio- 
lent than  ufual ; but  what  gave  me  uli- 
eafinefs  was-,  that  after  the  Hone  h'ad  de- 
fended into  the  bladder,  I nevef  ob- 
ferved  that  I palled  it  ; though  it  was 
of  much  confequenee  to  watch  its  ifTueV 

In  a few  months  after,  my  irrita- 
tions to  urine  became  more  frequent, 
and  by  degrees  more  painful,  efpecially 
on  exercife  ; and  bloody  urine  frequent- 
ly attended  them.  They  became  at  laH 
fo  very  infupportable,  as  to  convince 

B z me 
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fne  I had  a ftone  in  my  bladder ; and 
brought  me  to  a determination  (which 
1 had  been  long  averfe  from,  on  ac- 
count of  the  ftridt  regimen  injoined)  to 
begin  a courfe  of  lixivium. 

May  13th,  1781,  l began  the  ufe  of 
lixivium,  making  choice  of  that  invent- 
ed and-  recommended  by  Dr.  Jurin*  ; of 
which  I took  two  tea  fpoonfuls  twice  a 
day,  in  half  a pint  of  veal  broth,  at  ten 
at  night  and  feven  in  the  ifiorning.  My 
irritations  were  much  increafed  a few, 
days  after  I began  it,  upon  taking  fome 
walking  exercife  ; but  they  foon  went 
off,  and  in  a fortnight  became  very  fup- 
portable. 

• ■ 4 

I # 

* Sold  by  Mr.  Langley,  Apothecary  in  Old 
Broad  Street. 
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1 continued  the  life  of  J u rin’s  lixi- 
vium till  the  middle  of  July,  when  I 
'changed  it  for  Blackrie’s*  + ; in  this  I 
perfevered  ’till  September  i8th,  except- 
ing twice  that  I intermitted  it  for  a few 
days,  upon  flight  feverifh  complaints. 
One  tea  fpoonful  of  this  laft  lixivium 
twice  a day  was  what  was  diredted  to 
be  taken,  and  I found  it  full  as  pungent 
as  two  of  the  former.  I now  thought  it 
proper  to  take  a fhort  refpite. 

After  taking  the  lixivium  about 
nine  weeks,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  if 
my  urine,  faturated  by  the  lixivium, 
had  a confiderable  effect  in  diflolving  a 

* My  reafon  for  this  will  be  given  in  the  ex- 
periments on  the  comparative  ftrength  of  fome  of 
the  lixivia  now  in  common  ufe. 

f Sold  at  51ater  and  Co’s.  Chymifts  in  the 
Poultry. 
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ilonc  formed  in  the  urinary  paffages, 
when  out  of  the  bladder,  it  would  be  an 
undeniable  proof,  that  it  mud:  have  the 
{ame  effect  in  the  kidneys  and  bladder. 


EXPERIMENT  I. 


I PUT  a red  done  which  I had 
formerly  paded,  (weighing  e^a&ly  two 
grains)  July  id,  into  a gallipot  which 
held  thirteen  ounces  ; this  I filled  with 
my  urine  warm  from  the  bladder  be- 
twixt the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  in 
the  morning,  when  I had  taken  nothing 
from  tea  time  the  evening  before,  ex- 
cepting my  broth,  faturated  with  the 
lixivium  as  before  mentioned. 


The 
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The  gallipot  was  fet  in  a clofet  with 
a weft  afpeft,  and  the  urine  changed  e- 
very  morning. 

September  18th,  when  I left  off 
taking  the  lixivium,  I weighed  the 
ftone,  and  found  it  reduced  to  barely  a 
quarter  of  a grain. 


EXPERIMENT  II, 


August  4th,  I put  into  the  gallipot 
two  other  ftones  I had  palled.  One  of 
a longifh  fhape,  weighing  two  grains 
and  a quarter,  the  other  round,  weigh- 
ing one  grain  and  three  quarters. 

/ 
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September  18th,  the  long  'one 
weighed  exa&ly  one  grain  ; and  the 
round  one  three  quarters  of  a grain. 

About  the  middle  of  October,  my 
irritations  returned,  and  gradually  in- 
creafed  ; which  made  me  again  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  lixivium  on  the  ift  of  No- 
vember. 

I took  Blackrie’s,  and  was  foon  re- 
lieved. It  was  continued  until  Chrift- 
mas-day,  when  I again  intermitted  the 
' ufe  of  it,  ’till  January  15th,  1782, 

when  my  irritations  returned. 

L ( i 

) .hit'1  ’ > o ; 

• The  late  Sir  John  Pringle  haying  a 
partiality  for  that  lixivium  made  and 
fold  by  Mr.  L ane*,  I procured  a half 

t Apothecary  in  Alderfgate  Street. 

pint 
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pint  bottle  of  it,  and  took  two  tea 
fpoonfuls  thereof  at  the  ufuai  hours, 
twice  a day,  which  had  the  fame  effect 
as  the  others, 

\ » 

Though  my  experiments  laft  fum- 
mer,  evidently  proved  the  urine  fatu- 
rated  by  the  lixivium  to  have  a folvent 
power;  yet  as  the  fmall  ftones  I myfelf 
had  pafled,  were  probably  much  fofter 
than  thofe  grown  fo  large  in  the  blad- 
der, as  to  bear  being  extracted  by  the 
operation  of  litholomy* ; to  purfue 
my  experiments  on  harder  ftones,  I 
therefore  procured  fome  of  that  charac- 
ter from  Mr.  Hunter, 

* The  firft  hint  of  this  was  given  me  by  Dr, 
Ppnaid  Monro. 


EXPERT 
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E X P E R I M E N T III. 

March  2d,  I put  into  the  fame  galli- 
pot formely  ufed,  a fragment  of  calcu- 
lus, of  a pear-like  fhape,  and  which 
deemed  to  have  been  a nucleus,  weigh- 
ing fifteen  grains  and  three  quarters. 
Another  of  a brown  colour,  feemingly 
hard,  and  to  have  been  a lamina  fepa- 
rated  ; weighing  feven  grains  and  three 
quarters.  And  an  irregular  fhaped  one 
weighing  live  grains  and  three  quarters, 
The  lixivium  I took  was  Blackrie’s.  As 
the  weather  was  very  cold  for  the  fea- 

% 

fon,  I fet  the  gallipot  by  the  kitchen 
fire,  but  at  a foot  and  a half  diftant 
from  it, 

March  22d,  on  beingAveighed,  each 

1 

of  them  had  loft  three  quarters  of  a grain, 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto  I had  been  very  careful  to 
comply  with  Dr.  Chittick’s  regimen 
as  publilhed  by  Blackrie,  though  ex- 
tremely difagreeable  ; but  at  this  time 
(March  23d)  falling  into  company  with 
fome  chymifts,  and  talking  of  the  en* 
tire  abftinence  from  fait  injpined  by  that 
regimen  ; they  were  of  opinion,  that 
though  a ftrong  acid  was  extracted  from 
fea  fait  by  a chymical  operation,  yet  it 
was  fo  concentrated  in  the  fait,  that  the 
juices  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines 
could  not  poflibly  decompofe  it.  This 
brought  me  to  a refoliition  to  eat  fait, 
fat,  greens,  and  every  thing  that  was 
not  directly  acid,  during  the  next  ex- 
periment, that  I might  obferve  whe- 
ther by  fo  doing,  the  folvent  power  was 
weakened  ox  deftroyed. 


EX  PE- 
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EXPERIMENT  IV. 

I went  on  with  the  experiment  on 
the  three  laft  mentioned  (tones.  Black- 
rie’s  lixivium  was  taken,  but  (as  I had 
now  perfevered  for  a confiderable  time) 
not  in  fuch  large  dofes  as  before  ; tak- 
ing in  eight  weeks,  what  I ufed  to  take 
in  fix. 

•••  - : » .in?  l:u:  , ■ 

Mat  Bth,  I weighed  the  (tones,  hav- 
ing taken  them  out  of  the  gallipot  a 

. r • r 

week  before,  and  they  were  now  as  dry 

r • • « 

as  when  put  in. 

..  *t , • . .. 

The  large  pyriform  one-  weighed 
thirteen  grains  and  a quarter.  The 
brown  coloured  lamina  five  grains  and 
three  quarters.  And  the  fmall  irre- 
gular 


half. 


Mr.  Hunter  propofed  by  way  of 
contrail:,  that  I fhould  try  the  effects  of 
urine  unfaturated  with  the  lixivium  up- 
on pieces  of  the  fame  hones,  expefting 
that  their  weight  would  increafe.  Ac- 
cordingly, 


(EXPERIMENT  V,) 

r 

March  7th,  I put  a bit  of  the  brown 
coloured  hone,  weighing  two  grains, 
and  another  bit,  on  which  fome  other 
experiments  had  been  made,  weighing 
one  grain  and  a half,  into  a gallipot  ^ 
making  a healthy  perfon  fill  it  with 
his  urine,  and  change  that  once  a day 

as 
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ns  I did  mine,  and  to  keep  it  exactly  in 
the  fame  heat  with  the  other  gallipot. 


March  2/th,  I found  they  had  ac* 
quired  a red  brick  dull  colour  like  the 
furring  of  a chamber-pot,  and  had  each 
increafed  half  a grain  in  weight.  I 
directed  him  to  continue  this  experi- 
ment with  care,  but  about  the  middle 
of  April  the  hones  were  thrown  into 
the  duft-hole  by  mi  hake. 


June  17th,  my  irritations  returning 
in  a moderate  degree,  I had  again  re- 
courfe  to  the  lixivium,  and  having 
purchafed  a fmall  bottle  of  Adams’s*, 
(refolving  to  try  all  of  thofe  which  were 
in  vogue)  I took  three  tea  fpoonfuls  in 
fome  broth  at  ten  at  night.' 

* Sold  by  Mr.  Perry,  Argyle  Street. 
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The  flavour  of  the  different  herbs* 
made  uie  of  to  difguife  it,  proved  dif- 
agreeable  to  my  palate,  and  gave  me 
fuch  an  uneafinefs,  ficknefs,  and  naufea 
in  my  ffomach,  that  I was  obliged  to 
take  a gentle  purge  next  morning  to 
carry  it  downwards,  by  which  I was* 
relieved* 

I will  not  affirm  that  my  cholick 
was  occasioned  by  the  folvent. 

I took  two  tea  fpoonfuls  again  on' 
the  1 8th  at  night,  and  the  fame  next 
morning  ; and  all  that  day  had  a con- 
fufion  in  m y head,  and  little  appetite  : 
moft  probably  occafioned  by  the  opiate 
which  it  appears  to  contain.  Some  af- 
firm it  to  be  of  the  mildeft  kind,  and 
only  fyrupe  of  diacodium.  However 
that  may  be,  it  had  lb  difagreeable  an 

effeff 


[ 20  ] 

effect  on  me  (befides  my  being  generally 
coftive  when  taking  the  lixivium,  which 
that  would  have  encreafed)  that  I deter- 
mined to  take  no  more  of  it,  but  to  re- 
turn to  Blackrie’s. 


EXPERIMENT  VI. 

From  June  21ft  to  Auguft  the 
7th,  I repeated  the  third  experiment 
with  the  fame  ftones,  which  weigh** 
ed  exactly  now  as  on  May  8 th  : 

During  which  time  I had  taken  a 
half  pint  bottle  of  Blackrie’s  lixivium, 
and  kept  very  clofe  to  Chittick’s  regi- 
men ; feldom  or  never  taking  liberties 
with  it. 


On 
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On  the  above  named  7th  of  Auguft, 
I took  the  ftones  out  of  the  gallipot  of 
urine,  and  gently  wiping  the  large  py- 
riform one  with  a foft  cloth,  upon  a 
very  flight  preflu  re,  it  broke  to  pieces 

betwixt  my  fingers,  and  crumbled  into 
fmall  bits  ; excepting  an  interior  nucleus 
of  fmall  dimenflons  which  had  fome  de- 
gree of  greater  firmnefs. 

The  two  other  ftones  which  had 
been  always  with  it  in  the  gallipot, 
feemed  alfo  to  have  a fmall  degree  of 
more  coheflon,  fo  that  I put  them  up  in 
a paper  together. 

When  the  fragments  were  dry,  thofe 
of  the  nucleus  weighed  twelve  grains, 
and  the  other  two  (for  they  could  not 
now  be  feparately  weighed  from  having 

C crum- 
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crumbled  more  than  I expected)  feven 
grains. 

On  the  whole,  in  fifteen  weeks,  tlier 
two  fmall  flones  had  loft  nearly  half  of 
their  weight  ; and  though  the  large  nu- 
cleus lqft  only  about  a fqurth,  what  is 
of  great  conftderation,  the  texture  of  it 
was  fo  loofened  (by  the  feparation  of 
the  connecting  mucus  from  the  fabu-r 
lous  particles)  that  its  parts  were  reduc- 
ed to  fragments,  fmall  enough  to  have 
patted  the  urethra. 

Nor,  as  has  been  already  mentioned, 
were  the  other  two  in  a very  diffimilar 
condition. 

On  the  fame  21ft  of  June,  I repeated 
the  experiment  with  the  perfon’s  urine 
mentioned  before. 

EXPE- 
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EXPERIMENT  VII. 

I put  two  fragments  of  hard  hone 
into  his  gallipot,  ojie  weighing  three 
grains  and  a half,  and  the  other  two 
grains  and  a half.  His  gallipot  flood 
in  the  fame  heat  with  mine,  and  both 
were  treated  alike,  as  to  emptying  them 
once  a day,  and  wafhing  them  out  once 
a week  with  water  ; but  the  fur  on  both 
was  allowed  to  remain  on. 

The  hones  did  not  acquire  the  brick- 
duft  colour  as  in  Experiment  V.  nor 
had  they  increafed  in  weight  the  7th 
of  Augufl  quite  half  a grain  each  ; fo 
that  now  in  feven  weeks  they  had  not 
gained  fo  much  as  before  in  three. 

C 2 
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I shall  not  infer  from  thence,  that 
the  brick-dud  coloured  fur  is  the  mat- 
ter moft  productive  of-  thefe  concre- 
tions ; for  experience  thews,  that  large 
ftones  formed  in  the  bladder  are  feldom 
of  that  colour  : (though  fmall  ones 

paffed  in  the  gravel  commonly  are ; 
and  the  nucleuses  of  large  ones  moft 
frequently  * :)  but  it  certainly  evinces 
that  the  fame  perfon’s  urine,  in  a very 
fhort  fpace  of  time,  is  liable  to  great 
variations,  with  refpeft  to  the  colour 
and  quantity  of  that  fur. 

As  to  the  quedion,  whether  fo  drift  a 
regimen  as  Chittick’s  is  of  that  confe- 

v 

* 1420,  Manente  temper  nucleo  rubro,  reliqui 
orbes,  rubri,  albi,  cincrei,  caerulei,  perque  gradus 
colorum  notatur  gradus  infolubilitatus,  ipfa  cjie- 
mia  detagendas. 

Herman.  Boerhaave  Aphorismi. 
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qiience  he  fuppofes  towards  the  folvent 
power  of  the  medicine?  I thinjc  my  lafl 
experiments  plainly  prove  that  it  is  not. 
For  in  thirty-nine  days  in  which  I eat 
fait,  butter,  greens,  &c.  the  three 
ibones  loft  three  grains  and  a half,  and 
in  forty-nine  days  of  ftridt  regimen 
they  loft  only  four  grains  and  a half. 
In  the  former  period  likewife,  the  dofes 
of  lixivium  were  fomewhat  fmaller. 

» » - - - • - - * j . » • 

When  under  the  courfe  of  lixivium, 
I generally  enjoyed  my  health  perfectly 
well  ; and  my  appetite  was  more  keen 
than  ufual.  At  firfl  the  ftri£t  diet,  and 
particularly,  abftaining  from  fait  was 
diftreffing ; but  cuftom  made  it  eafy ; 
and  I fupplied  its  place  with  onions, 
horfe-radifh,  and  muftard,  which  com- 
pofed  my  fauce  to  all  kinds  of  flefh 
meat. 

C 3 Costive- 
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Costiveness  was  removed  occafion- 
ally  by  f\y  allowing  with  the  lixivium  in 
my  broth  at  night,  a table  fpoonful  of 
white  muftard  feed  whole  ; that  opener 
was  prefered,  as  it  is  alfo  a good  nervous 
medicine,  having  had  a flight  numb- 
nefs  In  one  of  my  hands  before  I began 
the  lixivium. 

The  taking  the  lixivium  in  milk  was 
recommended  to  me,  as  taking  off  in  a 
great  degree  the  naufeous  tafle,  but  on 
trial  it  did  not  agree  with  my  ftomach 
and  bowels. 

At  firfl:  upon  any  flight  feveriflmefs 
from  cold,  or  otherwife,  I left  it  off,  but 
found  that  afterwards  unneceffary. 

* 

An  oleaginous  film  on  the  gallipot,  as 
well  as  a calcareous  fediment,  was  con- 

.T  * * f 
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ftantly  to  be  feen  and  eyen  felt,  as  Dr. 
Jurin  obferves  in  his  cafe. 

My  chamber-pot  was  fcarcely  furred 
at  all  in  one  night,  but  my  gallipot  in 
the  courfe  of  leven  weeks  (from  June 
2 1 ft  to  Auguft  yth)  was  {lightly  fo  ; 
for  I did  not  allow  the  fervant  to  fcour  it 
during  that  time.  When  both  that  and 
the  other  perfon’s  (which  had  been  ufed 
exadtly  the  fame  time)  were  thorough* 
ly  dry,  I carefully  fcraped  off  the  crufts 
and  weighed  them  : that  from  my  gal- 
lipot, which  held  thirteen  ounces, 
weighed  fixteen  grains  : and  that  from 
the  other  perfon’s,  which  held  only 
nine  ounces,  weighed  thirty-two  grains ; 
though  this  was  at  a time  when  his  u- 
rine  Teemed  but  little  impregnated  with 
fabulous  matter. 

C 4 Hi 9 
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Hi  s was  alfo  of-  a much  darker 
lour. 

During  the  whole  time  of  my  tak- 
ing the  lixivium,  and  the  intervals,  from 
May  the  13th,  1781,  I never  had  a fit 
of  the  gravel,  or  paffed  a ftone,  ’till  Au- 
guft  the  1 8th,  1782,  eleven  days  after 
I left  off  taking  it  at  that  time  ; when 
without  any  nephritick  pain,  I paffed 
very  eafily  a fmall  one,  weighing  one 
grain  ; although  it  feemed  from  its  cor- 
ners likely  to  give  pain.  It  was  of  an 
irregular  fquare  form,  one  fide  a fmooth 
convex,  and  feemed  part  of  a lamina: 
its  texture  was  firm,  and  no  way  honey- 
combed : And  December  27th,  I pafled 

*■*  1 

a larger  piece  of  a fimilar  lamina  with 
equal  eafe  ; it  was  of  a roundifh  flat 
figure,  and  weighed  three  grains.  But 

of  this,  the  texture  was  much  lefs  firm 

than 
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than  that  of  the  former  ; for  next  day  it 
broke  in  two  in  a gentleman’s  hands, 
without  any  force  being  ufed. 

From  the  above  experiments  (which 
have  been  carefully  made,  and  candidly 
related)  it  would  feem  I am  authorifed 
to  conclude,  that  there  is  undoubtedly 
a folvent  power  in  the  urine  of  a perfon 
who  is  under  a courfe  of  lixivium. 


CHAPTER 


• I 

s 

... 

’ 


' . 


[ 3'  ] 


CHAPTER  II. 

* 

SOME  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MR.  N n’s 

SHORT  ENQUIRY  INTO  THE  MERIT 
OF  SOLVENTS. 


T DID  not  read  this  pamphlet  (tho" 
it  was  known  to  me)  till  after  I 
had  finifhed  the  account  of  my  expe- 
riments ; refolving  to  run  no  rilk  of 
being  biafled  by  any  authority,  however 
refpe&able  ; but  to  depend  entirely  on 
the  refult  of  my  experiments,  and  other 
fa&s  deduced  from  experience. 


On 
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On  the  perufal  of  it,  I found  he  dif- 
fered fo  widely  from  me  in  his  opinion 
of  folvents,  exploding  them  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever,  without  fubftitutinjr  any 
thing  in  their  room,  where  the  opera- 
tion of  lithotomy  cannot  take  place  ; 
that  1 believed  myfelf  under  a necefhty 
of  making  fome  obfervations  on  his  per- 
formance ; to  prevent  patients  in  this 
cruel  diffemper  from  being  deprived  of 
the  relief  which  folvents  afford. 

It  is  true,  his  title  only  fays,  fo  far 
as  may  be  neceflary  to  compare  them 
with  the  operation  of  lithotomy  ; but  if 
his  char  after  of  them  is  to  guide  men’s 
judgments,  they  will  be  entirely  banifh- 
ed  from  p raft  ice. 

It  is,  64  that  if  given  in  Imall  doles, 

and  with  caution,  they  leave  the  patient 

pre- 
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precifely  in  the  fame  ftate  they  found 
him  ; if  the  quantity  is  increafed,  they 
produce  feverilh  heats,  and  an  uneafinefs 
in  the  fyftem,  dil'order  in  the  primae  via?, 
appetite,  and  digeftion,  increafe  the  fe- 
cretion  of  urine,  and  render  it  perhaps 
more  turbid  than  it  is  naturally ; and  if 

9 

medicines  of  this  kind  are  given  in  large 
quantities,  and  are  perfevered  in,  they 
ultimately  tend  to  deftroy  the  patient ; 
nor  can  indeed  preparations  of  this  kind 
be  given,  even  in  fmall  dofes,  in  fome 
conftitutions,  without  hazarding  the  life 
of  the  patient,  and  th£  credit  of  the 
prefcriber.*  ' 

This  formidable  lift  of  diforders 
brought  on  by  folvents,  is  fufficient  to 
deter  the  patient  moft  anxious  for  relief, 

Newman  on  Solvents,  page  24. 


from 


I 
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from  ufmg  them  ; but  I faithfully  de- 
clare, that  I felt  none  of  thefe  bad  ef- 
fects myfelf,  nor  have  heard  from  others 
under  a courfe  of  folvents,  any  com- 
plaints of  that  kind  ; which  makes  me 
fufpeft,  th^t  fome  one  cafe,  (perhaps  a 
perfon  of  a delicate  conftitution)  has 
been  exaggerated  into  the  general  condi- 
tion of  patients  under  that  courfe. 

Above  all,  the  death  of  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Garrick  is  particularly  infifted  on, 
as  having  undoubtedly  been  occafioned 
by  the  ufe  of  folvents  ; in  teftimony  of 
which,  the  following  ftate  of  the  parts 
on  opening  his  body,  is  given.  “ The 

i i 

organifation  and  fubftance  of  the  kid- 
neys were  found  almoft  deflroyed ; a 
{tone  of  confiderable  fize  was  found  in 
the  bladder  ; the  furface  of  which  plain- 

ly  evinced,  that  it  had  not  been  in  any 

degree 
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degree  abraded,  dittolved,  or  broken 
down  ; though  it  might  have  been 
petted  from  the  vail  quantity  of  drugs 
he  fwallowed,  his  long  perfeverance, 
and  boatted  efficacy  of  them*/’ 

I wish  with  Mr.  N— — n,  that  he 
could  have  been  prevailed  on  to  undergo 
the  operation  of  lithotomy;  but  I cannot 
he  of  opinion  that  it  would  have  fecured 
him  from  the  difeafe  in  his  kidneys  ; 
even  if  he  had  never  tatted  folvents. 

A much  efteemed  friend  of  mine,  the 
late  Mr.  John  Home,  Commiflioner  of 
the  Sick  and  Hurt,  had  been  long  trou- 
bled with  the  gravel  ; and  never  had 
taken  any  thing  as  a medicine  except- 
ing honey.  He  died  after  a Ihort  illnefs, 
which  was  faid  to  be  the  gout  in  his 
* Newman  on  Solvents,  page  26. 

ftomach ; 
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Ifomach  ; though  the  late  Sir  John 
Pringle  was  far  from  'thinking  that  the 
difeafe  in  his  kidneys  was  guiltlefs  of  it : 

and  in  this  I imagine  few  people  will 

/ 

difter  from  him.  His  body  was  opened 
by  a celebrated  anatomift ; when  both 
his  kidneys  were  found  much  enlarged ; 
the  internal  ftructure  of  them  almoft  de- 
ftroyed,  and  filled  up  with  hydatides, 
leaving  the  external  cortical  fublfance 
extremely  thinned. 

A small  ftone  was  alfo  found  ii> 
one  of  them. 

See  the  great  Boerhaave’s  defeription 
of  this  difeafe,  long  before  the  prefent 
folvents  were  thought  of 

And 

• 1 ♦ ■ i . ■ • . 

* 1415.  Id  fi  in  renibus  fit  a parte  ter- 

reftri  fanguinis  exficcata,  fit  calculus  renum,  max- 

ime 
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And  what  foundation  is  there  (but 
mere  conjecture)  for  the  affertions  in 
the  following  paragraphs  ? 

“ I have  feen  two  inftances  where 
the  patients  in  a diftinct  benign  fpecies 
of  the  fmall  pox,  both  died,  though  the 
difeafe  in  the  neighbourhood  was  by  no 
means  fatal  : they  were  taking  folvents 
when  the  fymptoms  of  the  fmall-pox 
came  out ; and  though  it  could  not  be 
certainly  faid,  that  the  folvents  were 
the  caufe  of  their  death,  the  natural  im- 


ime  ortus  ad  ultimas  arterias  ; 
nae. 


fpecie 


are- 

1 > 


1416.  Qui  fenlim  ibidem  accrefcens  renem  ob- 
ftiput,  carnem  ejus  fuffocat,  confumit,  fpecie  gru- 
mi,  puris,  caranculae,  pellium  expellit,  totumque 
tandem  corrumpit,  midtus  fanguineos,  purulentos, 
foetidos  excitat ; quin  faeepe  ulcerationem  vicino- 
ram,  poll  inflammationem  creat. 

Herman.  .Boerhaaye  Aphorismi. 


D 


partial 
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partial  inference  would  render  it  more 
than  probable. 

“ A third  patient  under  a courfe  of 
folvents,  was  feized  with  a putrid  fever, 

i » 

and  ulcers  in  the  throat,  under  which 
he  funk,  though  port  wine,  bark,  blif- 
ters,  &c.  were  liberally  ufed,  and  under 
the  diredlion  of  a gentleman  who  is  an 
honour  to  his  profeffion  ; this  laft  pa- 
tient was  remarkably  healthy  before  he 
was  affli&ed  with  the  ftone.*” 

In  the  foregoing  narratives  of  putrid 
cafes,  it  is  evidently  taken  for  granted, 
that  the  lixivia  are  ftrong  feptics,  or 
promoters  of  putrefa&ion. 

But  Sir  John  Pringle  in  his  experi- 
ments on  feptics  and  antifeptics,  after 

* Newman  on  Solvents,  page  27. 

having 
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having  found  in  experiment  3d,  that 
the  volatile  alcaline  falts  were  powerful 
antifeptics,  fays  In  experiment  4th, 

\ — • 

“ I have  alfo  made  feyejral  .experi- 
ments with  the  alcaline  fixed  falts, 
which  have  mo  lefs  antifeptic  powers 
than  the  volatile.  The  trials  were  made 
both  with  the  lye  of  tartar,  and  fait  of 
wormwood.” 

1 

■ . ' a r ; 

As  there  might  however  be  a different 
effeft  from  the  alcaline  fait  alone,  and 
when  joined  with  quick  lime  ; I made 


EXPERIMENT  VllL 


October  7th,  I took  four  wide 
mouthed  phials,  holding  four  ounces 

D 1 each ; 


. 
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each  ; to  every  one  of  which  I put  two 
drahms  of  lean  raw  beef  from  the  famte 
piece,  and  two  ounces  of  foft  water. 


Into  No.  i.  I ptit  no  addition. 

_ 1 

To  No.  2.  thirty  grains  of  common 

table  fait. 

/ 

• _ ? 1 • , T 

- M * ‘ # . ... 

To  No.  3.  fifty  drops  of  the  lye  of 
tartar. 


And  to  No.  4.  fifty  drops  of  Black- 


rie’s  lixivium. 


They  were  corked,  and  fet  together' 
on  the  fide  of  a caft  iron  bath  ftove,.- 

in  which  a fire  was  kept  all  day  (about 

\ v 

nine  or  ten  inches  from  it)  at  fix  o’clock 
in  the  evening. 


October 


71 

• 0 
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October  8th,  at  bed-time,  No.  2. 
began  to  turn  putrid,  the  bit  of  beef 
being  become  Specifically  lighter  than 

water. 

9th.  At  fame  hour,  No.  1.  was  in 
a fimilar  condition  ; and  in  the  morning 
of  the 

10th,  I threw  them  both  out,  as 
they  were  become  extremely  offenfive. 

20th.  No.  3.  and  4.  were  perfe&ly 

fweet,  and  feemed  likely  to  continue  fo 

) 

for  a considerable  time  longer,  but  (as 
it  was  to  be  expe&ed  from  the  propor- 
tion of  lixivium  to  the  wafer  in  No.  4, 
being  four  times  more  than  ought,  or 
indeed  can  be  taken  into  the  human  fto- 
mach,  with  Safety)  the  bit  of  beef  in 

D 3 that 
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that  phial  was  diffolved  into  a perfect 
tnucus. 


In  other  experiments  made  with 
Blackrie’s  folvent,  fifty  drops  of  it  to 
the  fame  quantity  of  beef  and  four 
ounces  of  water,  turned  putrid  the  8th 
day. 

And  twelve  drops  to  two  ounces  of 
water,  and  beef  as  before,  in  four  days 
and  a half. 

This  author  has  alfo  made  a long 
courfe  of  folvents,  one  of  the  caufes 
which  hurt  lithotomy  ; and  if  well 
founded,  would  be  a confiderable  ob- 
jection to  the  making  thofe  two  me- 
thods of  cure  co-operate  one  with  ano- 
ther. For  I have  not  the  fmalleft  in- 
tention of  infiiniating  that  the  operation 

of 
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of  lithotomy  (which  is  now  brought  19, 
fuch  perfection)  fhould  give  place  to 
internal  remedies. 

It  is  certainly  the  moft  expeditious 
method  of  cure,  and  moft  to  be  depend- 
ed on.  But  furely  the  more  refources 
we  have  againft  fo  painful  and  danger- 
ous a diftemper  the  better. 

Besides  in  the  gravel  and  ftones  in 
the  kidneys,  no  operation  can  take  place; 
and  even  in  fmall  ftones  in  the  bladder, 
before  the  fymptomS  become  excruciat- 
ing, few  people  can  be  brought  to  un- 
dergo it  ; not  to  mention  the  difficulty 
there  often  is  of  afcertaining  their  exig- 
ence. 

Happily  however  Mr.  N n has 

faid  nothing  to  fupport  this  laft  men- 

D 4 tioned 
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• I _ 

t-ioned  proportion,  but  repetitions  of  bad 
effe&s  from  them,  which  I have  already 
(as  far  as  my  experience  went)  denied 
being  th<p  cafe. 

His  words  are,  “ As  to  folvents,  a 
long  courfe  of  them,  from  their  evident 
effe&s,  cannot  be  favourable  to  the  ope- 
ration of  lythotomy,  the  fuccefs  of 
which  will  be  proporticnably  leflened, 
as  the  general  health  is  impaired. 


44  A langour  and  debility,  with  a 
difpofition  to  feverifh  complaints,  ac- 
companied with  lofs  of  appetite  and  di- 
gellion,  are  in  greater  or  lefs  degrees, 
confequences,  which  I have  not  in  the 
leaf!:  aggravated.*” 


So  far  are  folvents  however  from  oc- 


* Newman  on  Solvents,  page  27. 

bCftoM  .L  Cl 


cafioning 


<s 
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cafioning  a lots  of  appetite  and  digeftion, 
with  the  confequences  generally  follow- 
ing thereon,  languor  and  debility  ; that 
in  dilbrders  in  the  priime  viae  from  acidi- 
ties, they  are  an  excellent  remedy ; and 
are  accordingly  prefcribed  bv  fome  emi- 
nent practitioners, 

0 

i 

And  with  refpect  to  feverifh  heats,  I 
have  already  laid  in  my  own  cafe,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  intermit  taking  the  fol- 
vent  for  a few  days  at  two  feveral  times, 
on  account  of  flight  feverifh  complaints, 
within  two  or  three  months  after  I be- 
gan my  courfe  ; but  whether  thefe  difor- 
ders  were  occafioned  by  the  folvent,  or 
from  fome  other  accidental  caufe,  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  judge.  All  the  reft 
of  the  time,  my  appetite,  digeftion,  and 
health  in  general  were  perfe&ly  good, 
though  in  an  advanced  age. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  III. 


A FEW  WELL  ATTESTED  CASES,  OF 
THE  BENEFICIAL  EFFECTS  OF  SOL- 
VENTS, PERFECTLY  FREE' FROM  ANY 
BAD  CONSEQUENCES. 


TJ  UT  as  experience  is  our  fureft 
guide,  .1  fhall  give  fome  cafes,  fo 
well  attefted,  that  they  may  be  eafily 
enquired  into.  The  two  firft  are  com- 
municated by  my  worthy  friend  Dodlor 
Robert  Knox,  late  Infpe&or  General  of 
the  hofpitals  in  Canada,  and  Phyfician 
to  the  Middlefex  Hofpital. 


The 
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The  firft  of  which,  relates  to  the 
queftion  laft  treated  of ; whether  a long 
courfe  of  folvents  is  hurtful  to  the  ope- 
ration of  lithotomy.  And  alfo  confirms 

< — * , 

in  pra&ice,  what  Sir  John  Pringle’s  ex- 
periments made  morally  certain  before, 
that  alcaline  falts,  and  even  folvents, 
are  far  from  being  promoters  of  putre- 
faction. The  fecond  cafe  is  on  ftones 
in  the  kidneys,  where  no  operation  can 
take  place. 


c ; A S E I. 

< : , \ [..j  oiiic;  v. 

<4  Mr.  B *s  had  been  afflifled  with 

the  {tone  in  his  bladder  from  his  infan- 
cy ; at  the  age  of  twenty-one  or  twen- 
ty-two, he  put  hjmfelf  undei  the  care 
of  Dr.  Chittick,  whofe  lithonthriptick 
piedieine  he  took  with  unremitting  atr 
smV  tention, 
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tention,  and  in  full  dofe  for  flxty- 
three  weeks.  In  the  winter  he  was  at- 

I 

tacked  with  a l'evere  inflammatory  cold, 
for  which  I recommended  bleeding,  and 
found  his  blood  highly  inflamed,'  with 

a huffy  coat  upon  it,  and  ftrong  cohse- 

/ 

fion  of  the  craflamentum.  This  com- 
plaint laffced  ten  days,  during  w'hich  he 
omitted  the  medicine  which  he  had 

taken  fifty  weeks.  r a . - r 

„ *— * 

. f t • . /.  A 4.  . . . . J X ■ 

From  his'  beginning  the  medicine,  he 
could  walk  without  making  bloody  wa- 
ter, and  never  had  afevere  fit  of  the  done 
during  his  continuance  of  it. 

/ , * 

On  confutation  with  Sir  John  Prin- 
gle and  Mr.  Middleton,  we  agreed  that 
as  he  had  given  a fair  trial  to  the  effeft 
of  that  medicine,  his  only  refource  was 
fubmitting  to  the  operation.  • 

Five 
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Five  or  Fix  weeks  after  leaving  oft 
the  mediciile,  he  was  accordingly  cut, 
and  two  ftcines  extracted  by  Sir  Caefar 

Hawkins  affifted  by  Mr.  . One 

ftone  weighed  above  an  ounce,  and  the 

other  above  fix  drahms. 

* ■ 

The  only  thing  remarkable  was  the 

y • • ... 

appearance  of  the  ftones.  Both  of  them 
had  got  a fmooth  furface  from  the  ufe 
of  the  lixivium  ; only  on  parts  of  them 
there  feemed  a frefh  accretion  of  fandy 

particles  ; which  could  he  eafily  rubbed 

♦ 

off.  His  recovery  was  perfe&ly  favour- 
able,  without  any  accident.” 


CASE  n. 

“ Mr.  G.  Arbuthnot,  of  the  Exche- 
quer by  the  advice  of  an  eminent  pby- 

fician 


/ 


/ 


t J>  ] 

fician  and  myfelf,  had  taken  Lane’s  and 
Blackrie’s  lixivium,  for  ftones  in  the 

, i 

kidneys.  Before  he  took  the  folvents  he 
made  great  quantities  of  bloody  water, 
but  afterwards  very  feldom ; upon  motion 
in  his  carriage  however  it  was  fometimes 
ftill  coffee  coloured.  He  palfed  many 
ftones  during  that  courfe,  and  one  which 
ftuckin  the  urethra,  at  the  narrowing.of 
the  fkin  before  it  pafted  the  glans  penis. 
Sir  Caefar  Hawkins  extra&ed  it,  and  we 
found  the  ftone  very  white,  with  a fort 
of  clayey  appearance  on  its  Surface, 
which  you  could  fcrape  off  with  your 
nail,  and  which  I am  perfuaded  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  lixivium.” 

- . >4 

Dollar  Knox's  Letter  accompanying  thefe 


I have  fent  you  the  two  cafes  J 
talked  to  you  about ; and  could  fend 

you 
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\ 

you  many  others  of  the  good  effects  of 
the  'lixivia  in  giving  eafe  and  comfort 
to  patients  afflicted  with  this  cruel  dif- 
temper  ; and  though  I am  not  fanguine 
enough  to  fuppofe  that  any  medicine 
yet  difcovered  can  diffolve  a large  ftone 
in  the  bladder,  yet  . I am  perfuaded  the 
lixivium  will  prove  effectual,  where  the 
concretions  are  not  much  too  large  to 
pafs  the  ureters  or  urethra.  Add  to  this, 
the  ineftimable  benefit,  in  giving  eafe, 
in  one  of  the  mod  painful  complaints 
that  mankind  is  affli&ed  with.  And 
more  efpecially  as  I have  never  feen 
any  of  the  putrid  fymptoms,  of  difiolv- 
ed  ftate  of  the  blood  occasioned  by  it,  fo 
much  dreaded  by  Theories. 

As  I was  very  intimate  with  the  late  ( 
Mr.  Blackrie,  and  promoted  his  firft 

publication  on  this  fubje£t  ; I have 

there,- 
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• * » 

therefore  chiefly  iifed  his  lixivium  ; 
which  is  made  with  fait  of  tartar  in 
place  of  pot  allies. 

P.  S.  Mr.  G.  Arbuthnot  was  a very 
fat  man,  weighing  twenty-five  Hone, 
when  in  health.  He  died  apoplectic  at 

Richmond,  but  had  no  gravel  com- 

plaints for  feveral  years  before  his 
death. 

Mr.  B s is  living,  and  by  what  I 

hear  enjoys  good  health. 

* 

.Mortimer  Street, 

Now  27th,  1782. 


E 
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CASE  III. 

* f 

Extra 51  of  a Letter  to  the  Author  from  Mr. 
Hugh  Stevenfon , Surgeon  at  Eg  ham, 
giving  an  account  of  his  fufferings  from 
the  fone  in  the  bladder,  and  the  relief  he 
obtained  from  the  ufe  of  folvenis. 

9 

“ About  twelve  years  ago,  from 
want  of  reftr  and  continual  pain,  (which 
was  daily  encreafing,  in  fpite  of  the 
many  powerful  medicines  taken  to  re- 
lieve me)  my  flefh  was  wafted,  my  ap- 
petite decreafing  ; night  fweats,  with 
fwelled  legs  came  on.  I could  not  walk 
a quarter  of  a mile,  could  not  ride  on 
horfeback,  could  not  bear  the  motion 
of  a coach,  except  on  turf,  or  very 

fmooth  road,  without  fevere  pain  and 

♦ 

making 
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making-  bloody  water.  I could  not  lie 

O J 

in  bed  above  a quarter  of  an  hour  at  a 
time,  from  an  irritation  to  make  wa- 
ter, then  did  not  make  above  half  an 
ounce  at  a time,  and  that  by  drops, 
with  very  acute  pain  ; when  turning  in 
bed,  which  I was  obliged  to  do  every 
time  I awoke,  the  fenfation  from  the 

flone  rolling  in  the  bladder,  made  the 

\ 

whole  furface  of  the  body  fo  irritable, 
that,  if  any  part  of  the  fheet  or  bed 
cloaths  touched  me,  it  felt  like  cutting 
with  an  edged  inftrument  ; fo  that  Mrs. 
Steve nfon  was  always  obliged  to  fup- 
port  the  cloaths  while  turning. 

Thus  circumftanced,  I was  told  of 
much  benefit  being  received  by  taking  a 
medicine  advertifed  by  the  name  of 
Adams  s Solvent  ; having  an  opportunity  * 
to  tafle  it,  and  difcovering  nothing  cor- 
. E 2 rofive,. 
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r olive  or  unpleafant  in  it  ; tempted  by 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  quantity  neceffary 
to  be  taken,  I determined,  though  with- 
out faith,  to  give  it  a few  weeks  trial. 

I took  it  nearly  in  the  manner  and 
quantity  directed  in  the  printed  paper, 
wrapped  round  each  bottle,  viz.  two  tea 
fpoonfqls  night  and  morning  in  veal 
broth,  barley  water,  milk  and  water,  &c. 
which  I encreafed  in  a fortnight  to  three 
tea  fpoonfuls  at  night. 

/ . 

1 had  not  taken  but  two  of  the  five 

fhilling  bottles,  when  I thought  fome 

of  my  feverefi  fymptoms  were  not  fo 

acute  ; by  this  encouraged  to  perfevere, 

in  three  months  I felt  fenfible  relief, 

made  water  with  lefs  pain,  and  at  lon- 

*>  ger  difiances  ; in  fix  months  I could 
<•  m 
fleep  found  an  hour  and  a half  at  a time' 

, : ' > without 
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without  irritation  to  make  water;  could 
walk  a mile,  and  bear  the  motion  of  a 
carriage  moving  gently. 

At  the  end  of  twelve  months,  ffill 
continuing  the  ufe  of  the  folvent,  I 

could  bear  the  motion  of  a hackney- 

1 % 

coach  over  the  ftreets  of  London,  with 

but  little  inconvenience  ; could  lie  in 

\ 

bed  for  two  hours  and  a half,  with- 
out irritation  to  make  water  ; could 
turn  in  bed  without  pain,  or  even  feel- 
ing the  motion  of  a ftone.  My  health 
was  by  no  means  hurt  by  the  ufe  of  the 
medicine,  but  on  the  contrary,  I eat, 
drank,  and  flept  better  than  before ; 
and  though  I by  no  means  could  call 
my  then  fituation  a perfect  cure,  yet  I 
felt  myfelf  comparatively  happier  than  if 
I had  nevfcuh&en  ill. 

E 3 
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I for  two  years  afterwards  continued 
the  medicine  in  fmaller  quantity,  and 
am  at  this  time,  I thank  God,  in  per- 
fect health ; and  what  little  difficulty 
remains  in  making  water,  I impute  to  a 
difeafed  hate  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
and  adjacent  parts,  from  the  injury 

i 

they  had  received  from  the  ftone,  when 
fo  many  years  irritating  and  laying  on 
them  ; as  well  as  from  frequent  re- 
turns of  tumid  and  inflamed  bleeding 
piles. 

From  a tendency  to  make  coftive, 
and  rather  heat,  I have  when  taking 
the  medicine,  abftained  from  every  heat- 
ing caufe,  by  meat,  drink,  exercife,  &c. 
and  if  from  cold,  or  any  other  acciden- 
tal caufe,  fever  came  on,  I difcontinued 
its  ule,  ’rill  th.efe  fy mptoms  by  proper 
medicines  and  "regimen  were  removed. 

Caftor 
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Caftor  oil,  foap,  and  rhubarb,  and  large 
glyflers,  Sec.  were  occafionally  ufed  to 
counteract  its  aftringency. 

Since  I have  taken  Adams’s  Solvent, 
nothing  has  come  away  in  the  form  of 
a done,  but  for  the  firft  feven  months, 
the  water  was  turbid  when  made  ; and 
immediately  depolited  a quantity  of  im- 
palpable powder.  When  dry,  this  pow- 
der {hewed  no  faline  chryftals,  nor  did 
it  diffolve  in  warm  water,  but  immedi- 
ately fublided.  Does  not  the  above  ap- 
pearance give  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the 
impalpable  powder  was  a part  of  the 
{lone  diffolved  ? As  by  a continuance 
of  the  muddy  difeharge,  the  pain  de- 
creafed  and  gradually  difappeared  ; is 
there  not  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  the 
Hone  is  diffolved,  or  at  leafl  rendered 
fmooth,  fo  as  to  give  lefs  pain  ? If  only 

E 4 lefTened 
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lefi'ened  or  made  fmooth,  would  it  not 
fometimes  fall  upon  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  or  ohftrudt  the  difcharge  of  u- 
rine,  which  is  not  the  cafe  ? If  the 
ftone  is  not  diflolved,  (which  I flatter 
myfelf  it  is)  it  muft  have  adhered,  or 
is  confined  in  a fac,  and  fo  not  felt. 

But  let  me  not  theorife , only  return 
thanks  to  Almighty  God  l for  the  happi- 
nefs  I now  enjoy,  In  being  reflored  from 

a ffate  of  the  greateft  mifery  and  diftrefs, 

/ 

to  a flate  of  perfedt  health. 

I mofl  fincerely  wifh  that  you, 
Egham,  Sir,  &c.  &ccS* 

Dec.  „2oth,  1782. 

Lieut.  General  John  Mackenzie, 
Commandant  of  the  Chatham  divifion  of 
Marines,  has  been  fo  obliging  to  permit 
my  mentioning,  that  he  has  taken  Ju- 

rin’s- 
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rill’s  lixivium  for  the  gravel  and  hones 
in  the  kidnies  for  many  years,  and  with 
luch  benefit  as  to  be  induced  hill  to  con- 
tinue it ; without  having  found  any  bad 
confequences  whatever  refulting  there- 
from. 

\ * 

i 

I was  alfo  favoured  lah  October,  with 
the  particulars  of  the  following  cafe, 
which  I had  forgot,  from  the  gentleman 
who  is  the  fubjech  of  it;  for  I had  oppor- 
tunities of  feeing  him  fometimes  when 
he  was  under  his  courfe,  and  at  frequent 
intervals  ever  fince. 

He  alfo  very  kindly  gav6  me  leave 
(for  the  good  of  mankind)  to  publifh 
his  name. 

. * ) 

Sir  John  Pringle  frequently  men- 
tioned this  cafe  with  peculiar  pleafure. 

CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

• **  * I 

Sir  John  Mylne,  Bart,  of  Chelfea, 
Governor  of  Cowes  CaBle,  &c.  had  been 
for  feveral  years  affli&ed  with  the  gra- 
vel, and  had  pafled  a great  number  of 
Bones  of  different  fizes. 

In  the  Spring  of  1771,  the  fymptoms 

of  a Bone  in  the  bladder  came  on  with 

\ , * . 

great  violence,  which  induced  him  to 
attempt  a journey  to  town,  by  fhort 
Bages,  and  in  exceffive  pain,  for  advice. 

He  put  himfelf  under  the  care  of  the 
late  Sir  John  Pringle,  and  at  his  defire, 
was  fearched  by  an  eminent  furgeon, 
who  found  a Bone,  and  made  him  hear 
the  inBrument  ring  upon  it.  Upon 
which,  he  was  put  on  a courfe  of  Lane’s 

lixi- 
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lixivium  twice  a day,  and  injoined  the 
ftri&eil  regimen  ; which  he  carefully 
complied  with. 

He  perfifted  in  this  courfe  (with 
fcarcely  any  intervals)  for  two  years, 
when  he  was  again  fearched  by  the  fame 
furgeon,  who  felt  the  ftone,  but  thought 
it  was  diminifhed  to  the  fize  of  an  olive, 
and  which  he  might  probably  foon  pafs 
by  the  urethra. 

He  went  on  after  that  near  two  years 

t - 

more,  and  during  that  long  courfe  paffed 
feveral  Hones  (which  he  once  fhewed 
me)  fome  of  them  feemed  to  be  parts  of 
larger  6nes,  and  tallied  with  one  another. 

At  the  end  of  that  period  he  left  it 
off  entirely,  and  has  enjoyed  a good  ftatje 
of  health  ever  fince,  (fho*  by  his  own 

ackriow- 
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acknowledgment  in  his  eighty-fecond 
year)  free  from  all  fymptoms  of  the 
ftone,  excepting  that  he  cannot  hold  his 
urine  quite  fo  long,  as  before  he  had  the 
dihemper. 

Now  to  place  the  laid  two  cafes  in  as 

V 

unfavourable  a point  of  view  for  the  fol- 
vents  as  they  can  pohibly  bear,  I fhall 

fuppofe  that  hones  have  always  been, 

* \ . ■ > [ 

and  hill  are,  in  thefe  gentlemen’s  blad- 
ders, notwithhanding  appearances  to  the 
contrary. 

On  this  fuppofition,  I alk,  are  the 
lixivia,  therefore,  to  be  entirely  repro- 

4 

bated  ? Have  they  not  procured  them 
eafe  and  comfort  for  a number  of  years, 
in  the  lah  gentleman’s  cafe  even  to  a 
very  advanced  age. 


CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 

I shall  conclude  with  faying  a few 

words,  refpecting  my f elf. 

/ , 

I have  certainly  received  great  bene- 
fit from  the  ufe  of  the  lixivia ; being 
able  to  bear  a carriage  on  the  pavement, 
and  to  walk  five  or  fix  miles  without 
the  fmalleft  uneafinefs.  The  only  incon- 
venience remaining  (and  which  I muft 
not  expefl  to  be  ever  entirely  freed 
from)  is,  that  I cannot  hold  my  urine, 
(except  when  in  bed)  above  two  or  three 
hours- at  a time,  fometimes  not  fo  long. 

It  is  now  twenty  months  fince  I be- 
gan the  ufe  of  it  ; the  intervals  of  reft 
are  mentioned  before,  excepting  from 
Auguft  the  ;th  to  September  24th, 

1782. 
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1782.  From  that  time  I took  it  to  No- 
vember 20th,  and  probably  may  make 
the  prefent  interval  ftill  longer  than  the 
laft  ; for  I propofe  perfevering  in  what 
has  proved  fo  falutary,  for  a confidera- 
ble  time  longer,  even  though  there 
Ihould  be  no  apparent  neceffity  for  it. 
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EXPERIMENTS 


ON  THE 


COMPARATIVE  STRENGTH 


LIXIVIA  now  in  Common  Use, 


OME  time  in  the  end  of  May, 


1781,  foon  after  I began  the  courfe 
of  DodtcV  Jurin’s  lixivium ; I thought 
proper  for  my  own  fatisfadtion,  to  re- 
peat the  Dodtor’s  experiment  mention* 
ed  in  his  printed  cafe ; that  the  ge- 
nuinenefs  of  the  medicine  might  be 
afccrtained. 


• F SOME  OF  THE 


S (. 
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EXPERIMENT  I. 

I put  a fmall  ftone,  weighing  two 
grains,  which  I had  myfelf  pafled,  in- 
to a phial,  with  a tea  fpoonful  of  the 
lixivium,  and  two  table  fpoonfuls  of  foft 
water  ; but  the  ftone  was  fo  far  from 
being  diflolved  in  two  days,  that  it  was 
not  half  diflolved  in  a week.  I then 
added  another  tea  fpoonful  of  the  lixi- 
vium to  the  fame  liquor,  and  kept  it  in 
a phial  with  a glafs  ftopper ; in  another 
week  it  was  in  a manner  entirely  dif- 
folved. 

About  the  middle  of  July  in  the 
fame  year,  I got  a half  pint  bottle  of 
Blackrie’s  lixivium  from  Slater  and  Co. 

Chy- 
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Chymifts  in  the  Poultry,  with  an  in* 
tention  to  compare  its  fqlvent  powers 
with  that  of  Jurin’s. 


EXPERIMENT  II. 

I made  the  fame  experiment  with 
a tea  fpoonful  of  Blackrie’s,  which  I 
had  done  with  the  former,  and  it  an- 
fwered  exa£Uy  ; the  ftone  being  diffolv- 
ed  in  two  days. 

This  made  me  conclude  that  Lang- 
ley’s, from  fome  caufe  or  other,  (per- 
haps from  not  excluding  the  air  from  it 
by  a glafs  ftopper)  was  not  of  the 
iflrength  Dr.  Jurin  intended  it. 

F * 


Doctor 
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This  lixivium  (I  mean  Jurin’s)  has 
the  particularity  of  having  the  lime  left 
floating  in  it. 

Doctor  Jurin’s  experiment  not  an- 
swering as  I expedted,  was  the  reafon 
of  my  leaving  it  off,  as  before  men- 
tioned. 

About  the  middle  of  January  1782, 
I got  a bottle  of  Lane’s  lixivium,'  and 
having  alfo  fome  of  Blackrie’s,  I repeat- 

1 

ed  Dr.  Jurin’s  experiment  with  both  a? 
follows. 


/EXPERIMENT  III. 

' 1 ; . • ^ • : 

' • . . , - , , 1 

• * * 

A hard  fragment  of  a ftone  which 
I procured  from  Mr.  Hunter,  was  dif- 

folved 
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folved  inBlackrie’s  lixivium,  &c.  in  four 
days,  whereas  another  fragment  of  the 
fame  Bone,  and  of  nearly  the  fame 
weight,  in  Lane’s,  wanted  half  a grain 
to  be  dilfolved  in  five  days. 

But  as  I,  in  my  own  opinion,  was 
not  fufficiently  exaft  as  to  the  quantity 
of  lixivium,  and  water,  I repeated  the 
experiment  as  follows. 


EXPERIMENT  IV. 

I took  two  fragments  of  the  fame 
ftone,  weighing  nearly  ten  'grains  each, 
and  put  them  into  two  different  phials, 
with  feventy  - drops  of  each  lixivium 
(dropped  from  phials  whofe  glafs  ftop- 

pers 
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pars  fitted  each  exa£Uy  well)  and  one 
ounce  of  New  River  water. 

When  they  had  Rood  a week  over 
the  parlour  chimney  piece  ; I weighed 
them.  The  Rone  in  Blackrie’s  had  loR 
four  grains,  and  that  in  Lane’s  only 
two. 

i 

I then  dropped  thirty  drops  of  each 
lixivium  into  their  refpe&ive  phials, 
without  adding  any  water,  and  left 
them  Randing  for  another  week.  Black- 
rie’s was  then  reduced  to  three  grains 
and  a half,  and  Lane’s  only  to  fix  grains 
and  a quarter. 

i 

The  taRe  and  warmth  in  the  Ro- 
mach  feemed  to  be  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion, for  one  tea  fpoonful  of  Blackrie’s 


was 
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was  as  ftrong,  and  pungent,  as  two  of 
the  other. 

I purchased  a fmall  phial  of  A- 
dams’s  folvent,  which  held  not  quite 
three  ounces,  and  colt  five  fhillings  and 
fixpence.  It  is  tranfparent,  but  of  a 
dark  brown  colour. 

EXPERIMENT  V. 

/ 

May  2 i ft,  1782,  I put  a fragment  of 
a hard  ftone,  weighing  four  grains  into 
a wide  mouthed  phial,  and  dropping  fe- 
venty  drops  of  Adams’s  folvent  into  an 
ounce  meafure,  filled  it  up  with  water, 
and  poured  the  mixture  on  the  ftone  in 
the  phial,  which  was  carefully  corked. 


Four 
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Four  grains  exaftly  of  the  fame 
ftone  had  feventy  drops  of  Blackrie’s, 
and  the  lame  quantity  of  water  as  the 
other  put  upon  it,  in  a limilar  corked 
phial : the  two  phials  being  fet  in  the 
fame  heat. 

May  26th,  Blackrie’s  was  completely 
diffolved  ; and  Adams’s  had  only  loft 

0 

three  quarters  of  a grain.  I let  it  ftand 
’till  June  1 ft,  when  it  weighed  exa&ly 
two  grains  and  a half. 

I shall  not  from  thefe  experiments 
draw  any  conclufions  in  favour  of  one 
folvent  in  preference  to  the  reft ; let  e- 
very  one  judge  for  himfelf  : my  aim  is 
to,  be  ufeful  to  the  public  in  general, 
not  to  promote  the  emolument  of  any 

T.  ' ‘*i  J, 

individual*  I doubt  not  but  all  the 
different  folvents  I have  mentioned  have 

been 
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been  of  great  aife  to  many,  and  have  each 
their  partifans. 

In  the  printed  directions  given  with 
them,  the  quantity  to  be  taken  is  pro- 
perly enough  adj ufted  to  their  ftrength. 
Of  Blackrie’s  only  one  tea  fpoonful ; 
Langley’s,  and  Lane’s,  two ; and  A- 
dams’s  three,  twice  a day. 

The  compofition  of  Blackrie’s  and 
Lane’s  is  made  no  fecret  of.  That  of 
Langley’s,  though  ufhered  into  public 
notice  under  the  name  of  an  eminent 
phylician,  whofe  cafe  fpeaks  of  the  be- 
nefit he  received  from  it  forty  years 
ago,  is  in  fome  degree  a fecret. 

But  Mr.  Perry,  from  the  advertife- 
ment  of  his  pamphlet  recommending 
Adams’s,  (for  I have  not  read  the  pam- 

G phlet 
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phlet  itfelf)  difclaims  its  being  of  the 

» 

lame  nature  with  the  reft,  and  even  ex- 
plodes the  powers  of  foap-lye  and  quick 
lime,  as  a folvent  altogether  ; on  which 
I fhall  make  no  comment. 

r 

i 

The  means  ufed  to  difguife  Adams’s, 
happened  to  be  difagreeable  to  me,  with 
others  it  may  have  a different  effect ; 
and  where  the  irritations  are  exceftive, 
from  the  mildnefs  of  its  nature,  and  the 
fedative  ingredient  it  contains,  it  may 
poftihly  be  preferable  to  any  of  them. 
Though  indeed  the  fame  end  may  be 
anfwered  with  the  others,  by  taking 
them  in  fmaller  dofes,  and  adding  an> 
opiate  occaftonally.  In  the  diredtions 
for  the  taking  of  Blackrie’s,  this  is  re- 
commended. 
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